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House of Europe: Europe celebrates its 60-years-epic

PRESS RELEASE
Europe celebrates its 60-year Epic
	More than 500 European young people from the 27 member states of the European Union will attend the meeting of the Fathers of Europe and the Promoters of their countries’ democracy in order to reassemble the scattered elements of the Saga of the european Idea: the major stages of the history of European integration, the values, the visions, the projects of the European pioneers, human rights, democracy, etc. They will also prepare a lively spectacle related to the fabulous saga of Europe, which will be presented on Sunday 9 May.
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	This project contains the following main stages:

· 8 April – 5 May: preparation of the epic by the delegations
· 5 May – 7 May: journey to Scy–Chazelles

· 8 May: celebration of peace in Europe: participation in the four forums about the future of Europe

· 9 May: celebration of Europe Day in Scy-Chazelles (Schuman), Houjarray (Monnet), Rhöndorf (Adenauer) or in Strasbourg (European Parliament)

· 10 May: return to the places of departure

	On 8 May 2010, the day of the celebration of peace in Europe, every participant will meet in the Museum Robert Schuman in Scy-Chazelles to discuss about the issues which are dear to their hearts and to think about the future of the European Union within four different forums in which also European political personalities and experts participate. The participants write recommendations for the European institutions.

	On 9 May the participants will be separated into four delegations which will present the epic in the House of Monnet in Houjarray, in the House of Konrad Adenauer in Bad-Honnef – Rhöndorf, in the European Parliament in Strasbourg and in the Museum Robert Schuman in Scy-Chazelles. 

	Participants
	150 participants from the Houses of Europe in France, 260 young people from the other 26 member states of the European Union, 150 young people from the Grande Region Saar-Lor-Lux (each delegation will appoint one responsible)

	Age
	18 – 27 (30) years old

	Participation fees
	Maximum 100€ per participant; see further information with your correspondent

The participation fees contain transportation, accommodation, food as well as pedagogic and cultural programme from the point of grouping 


The forums of 8 may in Metz — Scy-Chazelles
Forum 1 (salle des délibérations of the Conseil général de la Moselle)
Young people are moving within Europe: employment, education, citizenship.  
The ways of commitment and mobility in the European area: How can collective adventures, which draw new professional, cultural, social, political… legitimacies, come up through personal dreams? How do young people consider the pursuit of the European saga initiated by Robert Schuman and Jean Monnet 60 years ago? 

Forum 2 

Sports and especially football: an important promotion of inclusion an social cohesion in the European societies.

Sport is a force of social integration, tolerance and understanding. It is open to anyone, regardless of age, language, religion, culture or aptitudes. Football is the only activity being truly popular in modern society.

It permits to learn how to play by universally accepted rules, to behave exemplary in case of victory or defeat and to develop not only one’s shape, but also social competences and ethic values. The role it plays in education is increasingly acknowledged. Sport makes an important contribution to the promotion of the fundamental values of the European integration: democracy, defence of the Human Rights and pre-eminence of law. The forum will also deal with negative aspects of sports, particularly violence and doping.     

Forum based on an idea by Michel Platini, UEFA President.
Forum 3 (Salle Robert Schuman, Espace Europa-Courcelles)
The yearning for a social Europe

As the social crisis worsens in all European countries, as millions of citizens take to the streets to denounce the social regression to which they are subjected, it is imperative to deepen the social dimension of the European common market. Which are the objectives for a social Europe? The place of youth within an ageing society: is a conflict of generations in the horizon? 

Forum 4

The European Union in the world and the handling of international crises

Faced with instability and other problems provoked by financial, social, climatic and alimentary crises, it is time to react and to spawn a political Europe, disposing of diplomacy and an army. But Europe will never be strong without the support of public opinion.
Celebration of Europe Day, Sunday 9 may
On 9 May the young people will present the European Saga on four European historical sites: in the House of Jean Monnet in Houjarray, in the House of Konrad Adenauer in Bad-Honnef – Rhöndorf, in the European Parliament in Strasbourg and in the Museum Robert Schuman in Scy-Chazelles.

	Summary of the campaign:

The young participants are invited to include European historical sites into their epic (or journey) and to meet also European personalities who played an important role in the democratisation of their country in their admission to the European Union. 
On their way, they will assess the European realisations and they will think togehter about the European Union of the decade 2010-2020.
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	From 12 April to 4 May
	From 5 to 7 May
	8 May
	9 May

	Collection of local, regional and national elements of the Saga of the European Idea and preparation of the lively spectacle that will be presented on 9 May
	itinerary to Scy-Chazelles, meeting with personalities and visits of European historical sites, especially in Brussels
	Participation in the Forums about the future of Europe in 
Scy-Chazelles
	1.- European Saga in the House of Jean Monnet in Houjarray 

	
	
	
	2.- European Saga in the House of Konrad Adenauer in Rhöndorf 

	
	
	
	3.- European Saga in the House of Robert Schuman in Scy-Chazelles

	
	
	
	4.- European Saga in the European Parliament in Strasbourg
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