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Newsletter  Spring 2009   

IUC-Europe is heading for another interesting year – a year of great turbulence in many places, but also with some new beginnings and hopes, not least after the US presidential election. 2009 is a very important election year in Europe, too, with the European Parliament election coming up in June and a variety of projects/activities all over Europe.  One of our projects will be Europe4You/Young Voters 2009 in May, when a visiting team of our youth ambassadors from Austria, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands and Romania will come to DK and visit high schools in 3 regions to debate and inform about European topics and with Danish students take part in a number of activities prior to the election in June. We see it as essential to create interest and help raise young voters’ active participation in the election, at a time when nationalism is on the rise in many places. The project will be described more detailed at our projects page.

Another important IUC-project will be the MEP BSR (Model European/ Parliament Baltic Sea Region) conference in October when young students from 10 countries will be invited to Copenhagen to  debate and vote about issues of current interest – related to the succeeding UN Climate conference. IUC works as the administrative coordinator for the organization MEP BSR and after sessions in St. Petersburg (autumn 2008) and Ilawa/Torun (spring 2009), Copenhagen will be hosting the next session. In relation to the sessions IUC is working with a group of students/ teachers to prepare teaching material for use in Danish high schools. It comprises an introduction to the MEP concept, a brief survey of EU institutions, cases and a course in rhetorics. (For further information about MEP BSR have a look at www.mep.se)

Networking is a very important part of our work, and with partners in a number of countries we are engaged in a 3-year project with DARE – an organization working with Democracy and Human Rights Education in Europe – in the committee of project development. A very important network, too,  is EUNET (European Network for Education and Training) of which we were co-founders in 2004. Nina Nørgaard was a member of the board for 4 years in various capacities – chairman of the Committee on Content and Methodology, president, and from December 2008 once again heading the CCM, which is involved in educational and political projects/project development at the European level.  Information about the organization and its work can be found at www.european-net.org.

In the Nordic/Baltic part of the world we are working to strengthen our ties with The Nordic Council of Ministers (www.norden.org)  and The Baltic Development Forum (www.bdforum.org) , who have both been very supportive of our work, and with whom we hope to expand the cooperation in 2009.

Also we have started negotiations with the British Council, DK in relation e.g. to their projects “Intercultural Navigators” and “Challenging Europe/Climate Advocates”. We hope to exchange information and experiences and take part in some of their projects and invite them to ours.

An important network meeting will take place this spring in Belgrade, Serbia, where we have been invited by the Danish Ambassador to meet with the European Movement, schools and other institutions in the region, to hopefully set up projects of mutual interest and exchange information and experiences. As one of the first international organizations in DK, IUC has always been very interested in central and Eastern Europe, and we are looking very much forward to working with these regions. 

Later this year we hope to engage in a new Grundtvig project with ERAN – a Belgian NGO, on intercultural competencies. They have invited us to take part with 7 European partners; we have accepted, and at the moment we are waiting for the result of the EU application. Information about ERAN – European Regeneration Areas Network – at  www.quc-eran.org.

 This is a brief description of some of our major activities in 2009, which are described more closely at the projects page etc. Stay updated by consulting  www.iuc-europe.dk. 

Nina Nørgaard

Chairman of the IUC board
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